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About Christmas I brake up House-keeping, and paid House Rent for
Captain Cock and his Officers to remain in it a Month after me, and
knowing the Scarcity of Money among him and his Family, I gave him a
Bag with 1000 Spanish Dollars for his Subsistence on his Voyage to Em ope,
on condition, that when he was in a Capacity to pay me, he would not
forget to repay me. I gave his first Lieutenant 100. and the second
Lieutenant 50 of the same Pieces, but without Provision of Repayment.

The Captain made his Acknowledgments in the most emphatical
Words he could express, imprecating Vengeance to puisuc him if he did
not thankfully repay with good Interest, when he was able. I also wrote
to the Lords Commissioners of the royal Navy, about the Charges I had
been at on acount of the Loss of his Majesty's Ship in China, and petitioned
that I might be reimbursed, and made Mr. Matthew Cock, a Brother of the
Captain's, my Attorney, to solicite for, and receive what their Lordships
would please to allow me.

I received a Letter from the Captain, then at Cape Bona Espetance, in
his Way home, wherein he gave me an Acount of their hard Usage aboaid
of the Ship, and of the Death of his second Lieutenant, and that was all I
had from him m 23 Years. When I arrived in England, I did my self the
Honour to write him from London to Leather-head, to try if I could furbish up
his short Memory with the Remembrance of what had past between us
in China, but he protested that he had quite forgot it, I answered him,
that his first Lieutenant, Captain Falconar, still remembred it very well,
and had made a grateful Acknowledgment of the small Favour he received
above twenty Years before. My Affairs calling me to Holland, in Anno 1724.
he called for me at London, when he knew I was in Holland, and before I
returned to England, he had paid his great Debt to Nature, without taking
Notice of the small one due to me.

CHAPTER LIII

A Continuation of Observations on the Gods, Clergy., and Devotion of the Chinese.

AD now I have followed him to his Grave.   I'll return back to
Amoy, and observe some of their Customs, religious, civil and
criminal. Their Temples are built all after one Form, but, as in
other Countries3 very different in Beauty and Magnitude. Their Josses or
Demi-gods are, some of human Shape, some of monstrous Figures, but
in the Province of Fokien, they are more devoted to the Worship of